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Viewing and thinking about 
birds and
the changing landscape:
Watson Trails











What’s your view? 
How different is the scene now? 
What do you like and what could be better? 
How do you react? 
Why not take a photo, make a video, write 
some prose or a poem?



Site 1 Moss Roddock

1951

2018



Site 4 Polharrow

2018

1952



Site 6 Airie Flow Boddam’s Isle 

1969

2018



Site 9 Grennan Holm

1971

2018



How do we cope with 
landscape change?

“I am very concerned
about the huge increase
of conifer afforestation
in this area…I have spoken
to many local people and 
visitors who are horrified
at what has been 
happening…I have noted
the mainly adverse 
changes in landscape 
quality and wildlife it has
brought.”

Donald Watson to 
Ian Lang MP
December 1987









The way forward 
• Developing the Land Use Strategy 
• Implementing Rights & Responsibilities Statement

 Increasing integration and reducing conflicts 
 Land use working with nature
 Responsible stewardship the norm
 Communities positively influencing land use



Ideal opportunity in the 
Biosphere
& in The Glenkens



Linking birds, nature and the arts

What’s your view? 
How different is the scene now?
What do you like and what could be better? 
How do you react? 
Why not take a photo, make a video, write 
some prose or a poem?



Ken Words & Watson Birds

Walking trips in The Glenkens
Writing workshops

Linked to Donald Watson 
exhibitions



Birds and Acting



Birds and music



Birds and painting



Birds and societal
ethics



Visit
Donald Watson Room 
The Smiddy 
Balmaclellan


